2l8	JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
in much the same way as in Case (»), so I will confine myself
to discussing what we could do should the second alternative
be adopted.
We should have little or no opportunity for sporadic
attacks while the British Fleet was on its way across the
Indian Ocean to the southward of the Sunda Isles, to, say,
Port Darwin. None would be likely to arise until it left that
place and proceeded north to bring our Fleet to action.
To reach the South China Sea from Port Darwin, the British
would have to pass on one side or the other of the Tenimbar
Group, enter the Banda Sea and proceed thence through
the Celebes Sea, or through the Straits of Macassar between
the Celebes and British North Borneo. There is an abundance
of places along this route where our light forces could lie
in wait to deliver unexpected torpedo attacks. To obviate
heavy loss before reaching the China Sea, the British would
have to sweep all the various islands clear of our ships,
and that would take them a long time. Even if we suppose
them to have succeeded in reaching the South China Sea
without serious loss, they would still have to find an advanced
base, presumably in North Borneo, for Hongkong certainly,
and Singapore probably, would have fallen.
Hence, in this third case, England would have little
chance of success until she had built many more ships and
considerably increased her naval strength in comparison
with that of Japan. In other words, both sides would have
to prepare for a long-drawn-out war.
Friendly relations with France.
In the above discussion, nothing has been said of France,
who has been regarded as strictly neutral. Should, however,
she take sides, or even be benevolently neutral to one side,
the situation would be altered completely. Her friendship
would facilitate our attack on Singapore and enable us to
undertake operations in the N.E.I, without misgivings.
Her enmity would increase our difficulties. In fact, in the
struggle in the South China Sea France holds the scales,
her aid might well decide the issue, and the diplomatic
competition to gain it would be very keen.
Relations with Siam.
One more point—the attitude of Siam. This country lies

